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Jesus Is The Way  

Lesson 6: Jesus 

Is The Way To 

Heaven 

 Jesus is the way to everything that is 

important and worthwhile. As we have already seen, 

Jesus is the way to truth, the way to victory over sin 

and death, and the way to God. Now, we need to 

recognize that Jesus is the way to Heaven. In John 

14:6, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

 This lesson overlaps with the previous one. 

For, while the previous lesson focused on how Jesus 

is the way to God in the sense of being reconciled to 

Him and gaining access to every spiritual blessing, 

God also lives in Heaven. So, as John 14:1-6 

demonstrates, Jesus is the way to Heaven, which is 

the dwelling place of God and the place He is 

preparing for those who faithfully follow Him. 

 Listen to the full reading again. Jesus told His 

apostles, “’Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe 

in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are 

many rooms; if not, I would have told you. I am 

going away to prepare a place for you. If I go away 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

take you to myself, so that where I am you may be 

also. You know the way to where I am going.’ 

‘Lord,’ Thomas said, ‘we don’t know where you’re 

going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus told him, 

‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me.’” 

 As you make choices throughout your life, 

you should consider the many passages in the Bible 

that offer hope of such a place where you can spend 

eternity. But, as you do this, you should also 

recognize that the Bible speaks of another place you 

can spend eternity – a place of punishment. So, you 

need to seriously consider whether you are following 

Jesus, the way to Heaven, or whether you are 

following a path that leads to punishment when life 

on this earth ends. 

 In this sixth lesson, we want to consider the 

fact that Jesus is the way to Heaven. We will consider 

that you will spend eternity somewhere. We will 

consider that Hell is a place for the unrighteous. And, 

we will consider that Heaven is a place for the 

righteous. So, no matter where you are right now, 

you must recognize that Jesus is the way to Heaven! 

You Will Spend Eternity 

Somewhere 

 Make no mistake about it: You will spend 

eternity somewhere. You are a dual-natured being, 

meaning that you possess both a physical and a 

spiritual aspect to your nature. So, even though you 

will die physically and your earthly life will be over, 

that is not the end of your existence. Instead, your 

spirit/soul will live on forever. Therefore, you need 

to consider what will happen to your soul after your 

physical death, when your soul leaves your body 

(James 2:26). 

There will be a resurrection and Judgment 

Day 

 When you experience physical death, your 

soul does live on. The Bible teaches that if you die 

prior to the return of Jesus Christ, your soul will go 

to a place called Hades. Luke 16:19-31 describes this 

place as having two sections/compartments. One 

section is a place of torment. One section is a place 

of paradise. And, there is no crossing from one 

section to the other or leaving the Hadean realm 

during this time.  

 But, this is only a temporary place. Whenever 

Jesus Christ returns, the resurrection will take place 

(as we studied in lesson four). At that time, “all who 
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are in the graves will hear his voice and come out – 

those who have done good things, to the resurrection 

of life, but those who have done wicked things, to the 

resurrection of condemnation” (John 5:28-29). 

Hades will no longer be needed and will be destroyed 

(see Revelation 20:11-15). In addition, those who are 

still living on this earth when Jesus comes will also 

be transformed, from a physical body to a spiritual 

body (1 Corinthians 15:50-58). They will not be 

missed when Jesus returns.  

 So, no matter who you are and what kind of 

life you have lived on this earth, you will take part in 

the return of Jesus Christ. And, you must also 

recognize that the Bible does not say when these 

things will happen. In fact, it says that you don’t 

know when Christ will return. Jesus said, “This is 

why you are also to be ready, because the Son of Man 

is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matthew 

24:44).  

 You need to be ready for this Day because 

Jesus’ return will usher in the Judgment Day. 

Matthew 25:31-33 says, “When the Son of Man 

comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 

he will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will 

be gathered before him, and he will separate them 

one from another, just as a shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his 

right and the goats on the left.” 

Your life will be judged 

 On this Day Jesus Christ returns, you will be 

among the many who will stand before Jesus Christ 

and receive a judgment. No matter who you are and 

how you lived in the flesh, Jesus Christ will evaluate 

your life. And, you can be sure that He will not make 

any mistakes in His Judgment (since He has perfect 

knowledge about everything you ever think, say, and 

do)! 

 As Ecclesiastes 12:13 encourages you to fear 

God and keep His commands as your entire purpose 

in living on this earth, verse 14 warns that you should 

do this because there is a Judgment Day coming. 

“For God will bring every act to judgment, including 

every hidden thing, whether good or evil.” 2 

Corinthians 5:10 says, “For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 

be repaid for what he has done in the body, whether 

good or evil.” 

 Then, listen to the picture of the Judgment 

scene given in Revelation 20:11-15. “Then I saw a 

great white throne and one seated on it. Earth and 

heaven fled from his presence, and no place was 

found for them. I also saw the dead, the great and the 

small, standing before the throne, and books were 

opened. Another book was opened, which is the book 

of life, and the dead were judged according to their 

works by what was written in the books. Then the sea 

gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades 

gave up the dead that were in them; each one was 

judged according to their works. Death and Hades 

were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second 

death, the lake of fire. And anyone whose name was 

not found written in the book of life was thrown into 

the lake of fire.” 

 Picture yourself standing before the throne on 

this Day. Jesus Christ is sitting on the throne. He is 

the one who sacrificed Himself to save you. So, He 

wants to save you. But, with His perfect knowledge, 

He will fairly evaluate how you lived on this earth by 

the perfect standard. This standard is the word of God 

(the Bible, specifically, the law contained in the New 

Testament). Notice that the passage said that “the 

dead were judged according to their works by what 

was written in the books.” 

You will reap according to how you sow 

 Clearly, it is vitally important for you to live 

for the Lord today because you know this Judgment 

Day is coming. On that Day, you will receive your 

eternal sentence. And, where you spend your eternity 

will depend on how you live now! 

 The Bible talks about this as reaping and 

sowing. Listen to Galatians 6:7-8. “Don’t be 

deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a person 

sows he will also reap, because the one who sows to 

his flesh will reap destruction from the flesh, but the 

one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from 

the Spirit.” 

 How you live now matters! If you live to 

please yourself (i.e. your physical desires) rather than 

live for God, you will reap eternal consequences. 

But, if you truly live for God by focusing on spiritual 
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things and obeying the truth revealed by the Holy 

Spirit in the pages of the Bible, you will reap eternal 

reward. Therefore, every decision you make pertains 

to your eternal salvation. For, you must remember 

that every sin brings the consequence of spiritual 

death (Romans 6:23). So, it is not a matter of whether 

you have done more good than you have done evil. 

Instead, having any sin on your record is serious and 

will be punished! 

There are only two possible eternal 

destinations 

 As you recognize that your earthly life will 

end and your soul will continue to exist eternally, you 

also need to recognize that every way you may 

choose to live will end in one of two ways. For, there 

are only two possible eternal destinations. Either you 

will spend eternity in a place of punishment or in a 

place of paradise.  

 On the Judgment Day (as pictured in 

Matthew 25:31-46), when every person will be 

separated into one of two groups (one on the right 

hand of Jesus and one on the left), listen to what each 

group will be told. Matthew 25:34 says, “Then the 

King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who 

are blessed by my Father; inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’” 

Next, Matthew 25:41 says, “Then he will also say to 

those on the left, ‘Depart from me, you who are 

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 

his angels!’” Then, Matthew 25:46 concludes the 

Judgment Day picture by saying, “And they will go 

away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life.” 

 Clearly, there are only two options for your 

eternal destination. The Bible calls these two options 

Heaven and Hell – and the two are nothing alike. In 

fact, they are opposite of each other and will be the 

eternal home of people who live in the opposite 

ways. For the remainder of this lesson, we will 

consider each of these places and evaluate how Jesus 

is essential to having a home in Heaven! 

Hell Is A Place For The 

Unrighteous 

 Let’s first consider the place of punishment 

that the Bible calls Hell. As we will see, this place is 

described as being an absolutely dreadful place 

where the unrighteous will be sentenced to spend 

eternity. So, as you study some of what the Bible says 

about this place, recognize that sin will be the reason 

people spend eternity there! 

Description of Hell 

 The actual word “Hell” is used in a few Bible 

passages (such as Matthew 5:22, 29 and Matthew 

10:28). The Greek word that has been translated 

“Hell” is “Gehenna.” It originally referred to the 

valley of Hinnom that was just south of Jerusalem. 

This valley was notorious for being the place where 

all manner of filth and dead animals would be 

discarded – and burned. Therefore, this place would 

be known for its great stench and its continually 

burning fire – and known as a place of destruction 

and decay. This would have been a very vivid picture 

for those who heard Jesus speak this word.  

 But, the use of this word in the Bible clearly 

was not intended for a literal interpretation of the 

valley of Hinnom. Instead, it points to a much greater 

punishment than a literal fire in this valley south of 

Jerusalem. For instance, Matthew 18:8-9 uses the 

phrases “eternal fire” and “hellfire” (literally, 

“Gehenna of fire”) interchangeably. So, as we study 

the Scriptures and read about a place of future and 

eternal punishment, this clearly has reference to Hell. 

Let’s now take a few moments to consider some 

Bible passages describing this place of punishment. 

 First, think back to Matthew 25:41 and 46. In 

verse 41, Jesus says that He will tell those on His left 

hand to depart from Him into “eternal fire prepared 

for the devil and his angels!” So, we notice that Hell 

will be a place of separation from God (more on this 

later). Then, one of the things that is routinely 

connected with this place is fire. Here, the text says 

it will be “eternal fire.” Therefore, it is never-ending. 

And, notice that this eternal fire has been prepared 



6 

 

for the “devil and his angels.” This punishment really 

is fit for the devil himself! But, you notice that this 

same eternal fire will also be the eternal home of 

many people. Verse 46 adds that those on the left 

hand, at the conclusion of the Judgment Day, “will 

go away into eternal punishment.” They will forever 

be separated from God to be punished in the fires of 

Hell that burn hot and long enough to punish the 

devil and his angels! 

 Second, listen to Matthew 25:30. In the 

context of Jesus talking in a parable about a man who 

did not properly manage what he had been entrusted 

with, Jesus said, “And throw this good-for-nothing 

servant into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” As Jesus relates this 

parable to those who do not serve as faithful 

managers for Him during their earthly lives, the point 

He is making is that there is a great punishment 

waiting for them. And, you notice that Jesus 

described this place of punishment as being in 

darkness. God, who is the source of light, will not be 

there. And, there will be no joy in this place. Instead, 

there will be great weeping. Furthermore, the pain 

will be so intense that there will be gnashing/grinding 

of teeth! 

 Third, Mark 9:43 calls Hell a place of 

“unquenchable fire.” Then, Mark 9:48 says that Hell 

is a place where “their worm does not die, and the 

fire is not quenched.” As we have already seen, this 

fire that will burn in Hell will never be put out! So, 

there will never be a moment’s rest from it. Instead, 

this punishment will continue without end second-

by-second, minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour, day-

by-day, year-by-year, forever and ever! Then, the 

passage speaks of each person having a “worm” that 

“does not die.” Although there is some uncertainty 

about how to understand this worm (given the little 

information we have), we can know that it will not 

be pleasant. And, since worms feed off destruction 

(think about the worms that would have fed off the 

decay and rubbish in the Valley of Hinnom), I 

believe the picture is one that imagines the great 

destruction those who are in Hell will experience. 

And, the amount of destruction each person will 

experience will never end, since the worm will never 

die. For, it will always have more destruction to feed 

from! 

 Fourth, Revelation 21:8 pictures Hell by 

saying, “But the cowards, faithless, detestable, 

murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 

and all liars – their share will be in the lake that burns 

with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” We 

have already considered the fire said to burn in this 

place. Now, this passage adds to that the picture of 

Hell as a lake that is engulfed in fire. So, Hell will be 

like being dropped into the middle of a burning lake 

that you can never escape from and one that will 

continually punish you because you will never be 

consumed to the point of escaping the punishment. 

Then, not only is this pictured in the passage, but it 

also says that sulfur will be burning. This pictures a 

terrible smell (as sulfur is known for its strong and 

unpleasant odor). Finally, this passage identifies Hell 

as being the “second death.” So, it is a place of 

eternal separation from God (who is the source of 

everything that is good, as we discussed in the 

previous lesson). 

 Fifth, 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 describes what 

will be experienced in Hell by speaking of Jesus’ 

return and saying, “when he takes vengeance with 

flaming fire on those who don’t know God and on 

those who don’t obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

They will pay the penalty of eternal destruction from 

the Lord’s presence and from his glorious strength.” 

So, this punishment is pictured as, once again, being 

connected with “flaming fire” and it is called “eternal 

destruction.” But, I want you to focus on two 

additional pieces of information provided by this 

text. Notice that this place of punishment will be how 

God takes His vengeance on those who did not know 

Him or obey the gospel of Jesus Christ. Now, just 

think about the power of the God who created all 

things. Surely, you do not want to be on the receiving 

end of His vengeance! There will certainly be no way 

to escape or overpower it! Then, notice the 

separation from God. This punishment is away from 

God. So, Hell is a totally God-less place. He will not 

be there to provide anything that is good! 

Hell must be avoided at all costs 

 Although this is not everything the Bible 

teaches about the place called Hell, these few 

passages should be enough for you to know that you 

do not want to go there! In fact, let me state that even 
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stronger. If you really understand what the Bible 

teaches about Hell, you should want to avoid it at all 

costs! You should want to stay out of Hell so much 

that you really will do anything and everything you 

can possibly do not to go there! 

 Listen to Jesus in Matthew 18:8-9. “If your 

hand or your foot causes you to fall away, cut it off 

and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 

maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet 

and be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye 

causes you to fall away, gouge it out and throw it 

away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye 

than to have two eyes and be thrown into hellfire.” 

 Now, let me be clear that self-mutilation is 

not Jesus’ ultimate point. In fact, for many sins, self-

mutilation would not even solve the problem (since 

the problem is having a mind that is focused on sinful 

things). But, we also must not dismiss what Jesus is 

saying here and the power of this passage either. You 

see, Jesus, in this passage, is teaching us about how 

terrible “hellfire” (Gehenna of fire) will be. As we 

have already seen, it will be “eternal fire.” Now, 

Jesus wants us to take that information and determine 

to do everything we can to prevent ourselves from 

going there. In reality, Jesus says that it would be 

better for you to mutilate yourself physically than 

spend eternity in this place! That is how bad Hell will 

be! So, don’t allow yourself to think that anything is 

too much to keep yourself from the fires of Hell! 

 In Matthew 16:26-27, Jesus said, “For what 

will it benefit someone if he gains the whole world 

yet loses his life [spiritual life, soul]? Or what will 

anyone give in exchange for his life [soul]? For the 

Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the 

glory of his Father, and then he will reward each 

according to what he has done.” While you live on 

this earth, you will be tempted to endanger your soul 

in order to have or enjoy many earthly things that 

violate God’s laws. But, Jesus wants you to know 

that nothing and no one is worth going to Hell for! 

Anything that you could be given will only be 

temporary. They will all end when your physical life 

is over. However, your soul will continue (as we 

have been discussing). Therefore, do not sell your 

soul into an eternity of punishment in Hell for 

anything or anyone! 

Sin will sentence you to Hell 

 At various points throughout this series of 

lessons, we have discussed the consequences of sin. 

We have seen how we have all sinned against God 

(Romans 3:23). And, we have discussed that the 

wages of sin is spiritual death (Romans 6:23).  

 But, of all the terrible things sin does, you 

must know that the result of any sin is Hell! No 

matter what the sin it is, you must know that it puts 

you on a path that leads to Hell! For example, 

Revelation 21:8 identified the “cowards, faithless, 

detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars” as having their “share” in the 

lake of fire called Hell. Then, 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 

said that God will take vengeance on those who do 

not know Him or obey the gospel of Jesus Christ. So, 

we have already seen the connection between sin and 

Hell. 

 Now, I want you to listen to Romans 1:28-32. 

“And because they did not think it worthwhile to 

acknowledge God, God delivered them over to a 

corrupt mind so that they do what is not right. They 

are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and 

wickedness. They are full of envy, murder, quarrels, 

deceit, and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, 

God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of 

evil, disobedient to parents, senseless, untrustworthy, 

unloving, and unmerciful. Although they know 

God’s just sentence – that those who practice such 

things deserve to die – they not only do them, but 

even applaud others who practice them.” 

 This passage gives many specific sins 

(though it is still not an exhaustive list of every sin 

that could be committed). Notice that people might 

classify the sins that are listed into categories. That 

is, they may classify some as “big sins” and some as 

“small sins.” However, I want you to notice that God 

says they all have the same result – spiritual death. 

This means that any and every sin will separate the 

sinner from God. And, the person whose life ends 

while in sin will be forever separated from God in the 

fires of Hell! Then, since we have all committed sin 

and cannot do anything to earn our own salvation, 

this means that we all deserve to spend eternity in 

Hell, separated from the holy and righteous God! 
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Heaven Is A Place For The 

Righteous 

 Having considered Hell, we now turn our 

attention to the place of reward the Bible calls 

Heaven. As we will see, this place is described as 

being an absolutely wonderful place where the 

righteous will be welcomed to spend eternity. So, as 

you study some of what the Bible says about this 

place, recognize that Jesus is the only way you can 

be forgiven of your sins so as to spend eternity there! 

Description of Heaven 

 Heaven is clearly identified throughout the 

Scriptures as being the place God lives. And, God 

has also promised that some people will also spend 

eternity there when life on this earth ends. So, we 

need to search the Scriptures to see how the Bible 

describes this place. 

 First, think back to what we read earlier about 

this place in John 14:2-3. As Jesus was preparing for 

His death and eventual ascension back into Heaven, 

He promised His disciples that He would return and 

bring them into the place He was soon going 

(Heaven). He said that Heaven is like dwelling in His 

Father’s house – one that has many “rooms” (or, 

dwelling places). Then, He tells us that Heaven is a 

place prepared by Himself for His people. And, He 

tells us that we will be living in Heaven with Him. 

Now, just imagine the glory of being in the dwelling 

place of the Almighty God for all of eternity, which 

He has prepared for those who are His people! You 

can see the beauty on the earth God has created. So, 

you can just imagine a place He has prepared that is 

not subject to the decay caused by sin! 

 Second, think back to what we have already 

seen from the Judgment Day picture in Matthew 

25:34 and 46. Jesus will tell those on His right hand 

to come and “inherit the kingdom prepared” for them 

in Heaven. Then, “the righteous” will go away “into 

eternal life.” So, rather than being sentenced to 

eternal punishment separated from God, you can 

spend eternity in the same place God is! And, rather 

than experiencing punishment for all eternity, you 

can experience “eternal life” because you will 

forever be in the presence of God. You will never 

have to experience the “second death” in Hell! 

 Third, listen to 1 Peter 1:3-4. “Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of 

his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead and into an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you.” Notice that the “living hope” Peter 

describes is “kept in heaven” for those who are 

faithful to Him. Then, notice that Peter describes 

Heaven as an “inheritance.” Consider that an 

inheritance is something that someone gives to 

another (often to a relative). Similarly, the 

inheritance God will give to His children is this 

eternal home in Heaven. But, unlike any earthly 

inheritances we may receive (that are temporary and 

perishable), the inheritance God will give to His 

children is an inheritance that is “imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading”! Just as God is eternal, the 

inheritance He will give to His children will last 

forever! So, nothing will ever fade or diminish the 

wonderful inheritance that is waiting in Heaven! 

 Fourth, Revelation 21:1-22:5 describes 

Heaven in symbolic language. Although we cannot 

take the pictures literally, the images given 

throughout the passage presents a wonderful place 

everyone should desire to spend eternity. Consider 

some of the things that are said about Heaven. Her 

beauty is described as the beauty of “a bride adorned 

for her husband” (Revelation 21:2). Heaven is 

described in the text as being “arrayed with God’s 

glory” (21:11), radiating like a precious jasper stone 

that is clear as crystal (21:11), having a massive high 

wall with twelve gates and twelve angels at the gates 

(21:12), and having twelve foundations with the 

names of the twelve apostles on them (21:14). It is 

said to be laid out as a cube – 12,000 stadia (about 

1,500 miles) in each direction (length, width, and 

height) (21:16). The wall around the Heavenly city 

was measured to be 144 cubits high (about 218 feet) 

(21:17). The wall is said to be constructed with jasper 

and the city is pure gold, like clear glass (21:18). 

Each of the twelve foundations of the wall are said to 

be made with a precious stone (i.e. jasper, sapphire, 

emerald, etc., 21:19-20). The twelve gates are said 
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each to be a pearl (21:21). The street in the city is 

said to be made of pure gold, like transparent glass 

(21:21). Then, not only will there be great beauty in 

Heaven, but, those who are in Heaven will not 

experience any sorrow, suffering, or death of any 

kind. Revelation 21:4 says, “He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 

grief, crying, and pain will be no more, because the 

previous things have passed away.” In addition to 

there being no sufferings in Heaven, there will also 

be no evil or sin. Revelation 21:27 says, “Nothing 

unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what 

is detestable or false, but only those written in the 

Lamb’s book of life.” All those who die in their sins 

will be “outside” the city (see Revelation 22:15). 

 While all of these descriptions of Heaven are 

wonderful, the best part of Heaven is that God’s 

people will be with Him throughout eternity! 

Revelation 21:3 says that God will dwell with His 

people in this place. Revelation 21:22-23 says that 

Heaven will need no temple because “the Lord God 

the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple” – and that 

the city will have no need of sun or moon to shine 

because God’s glory will illuminate it! Additionally, 

Revelation 22:1-5 describes a pure river of water of 

life (clear as crystal) coming from the throne of God 

and of the Lamb and going through the city and 

watering the Tree of Life. 

Heaven is worth far more than anything 

 We saw earlier that Hell will be such a 

terrible punishment that you should do everything 

you can to avoid it. Now, although this is not 

everything the Bible teaches about the place called 

Heaven, these few passages should be enough for 

you to know that you do want to go there! In fact, let 

me state that even stronger. If you really understand 

what the Bible teaches about Heaven, you should 

want to go to Heaven so much that you really will do 

anything and everything you can possibly do to go 

there! 

 Listen to 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. “Therefore 

we do not give up. Even though our outer person is 

being destroyed, our inner person is being renewed 

day by day. For our momentary light affliction is 

producing for us an absolutely incomparable eternal 

weight of glory. So we do not focus on what is seen, 

but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, 

but what is unseen is eternal.” 

 You should know that there will be sufferings 

involved in living for God. You will have to deny 

yourself of anything that violates God’s laws or does 

not bring God glory. You may lose relationships. 

You will need to sacrifice your entire life in God’s 

service. You will experience persecution. 

 However, while these things may seem 

significant when viewed from a physical perspective, 

they are nothing in comparison to the glory waiting 

in Heaven! In view of this, the apostle Paul said, “But 

everything that was a gain to me, I have considered 

to be a loss because of Christ. More than that, I also 

consider everything to be a loss in view of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

Because of him I have suffered the loss of all things 

and consider them as dung, so that I may gain Christ 

and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own from the law, but one that is through faith in 

Christ – the righteousness from God based on faith” 

(Philippians 3:7-9). So, do not think anything is too 

much to give to go to Heaven! 

You can only go to Heaven because of 

Jesus 

 The Bible clearly teaches that only the 

righteous will go to Heaven. But, as we have already 

seen, you have sinned. Therefore, you cannot go to 

Heaven by yourself (since you are unrighteous). 

Instead, you deserve to go to Hell.  

 As we have seen throughout this series of 

lessons, the only way for you to become righteous 

after you have sinned is through Jesus. God, in His 

love, has given you the opportunity to experience His 

grace and mercy. His mercy is seen in that He gives 

you the opportunity to not experience the eternal 

punishment in Hell you do deserve. And, His grace 

is seen in that He gives you the opportunity to 

experience the eternal reward in Heaven you do not 

deserve. 

 Listen to Romans 3:26. “God presented him 

to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, 

so that he would be righteous and declare righteous 

the one who has faith in Jesus.” That is, God gave 

Jesus as the sacrifice to declare those who were once 
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sinners righteous! By Jesus’ blood, therefore, your 

sins that separated you from God and condemned 

you to Hell can be forgiven and you can be righteous 

in God’s sight just as if you had never sinned! 

 But, as we have seen throughout this series, 

you must have true faith in Him. This faith requires 

that you obey His commandments (see James 2:24). 

Remember, those who do not obey the gospel of 

Jesus Christ will be punished with eternal destruction 

in Hell (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9). Instead, Hebrews 5:9 

says that Jesus “became the source of eternal 

salvation for all who obey Him.” So, you must do all 

that God requires you to do in order to be saved (as 

we summarized in lesson two). When you believe 

and obey God, you access the blood of Jesus Christ 

and are saved by Him! 

Conclusion 

 Jesus is the way to Heaven! One Day, you 

will stand before Jesus Christ and how you lived will 

be evaluated by the words written in the New 

Testament. If your life ended while you were in your 

sins, you will spend eternity in Hell. That is what you 

deserve for sinning against God. But, through Jesus, 

you can be made right with God and experience the 

eternal salvation waiting in Heaven if you will 

believe and obey Jesus Christ! 

 

Study Questions  

What is the connection between your decisions and 

where you will spend eternity? 

 

 

1. You Will Spend Eternity Somewhere 

What will happen when Jesus Christ returns? When 

will Jesus return? 

 

Who will judge your life? What will be the standard? 

 

 

What is the Biblical principle of sowing and reaping 

as it relates to your eternity? 

 

 

What are your possible eternal destinations? 

 

 

2. Hell Is A Place For The Unrighteous 

How is Hell described in the following passages? 

 *Matthew 25:41, 46 – 

 

 *Matthew 25:30 – 

 

 *Mark 9:43, 48 – 

 

 *Revelation 21:8 – 

 

 *2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 – 

 

How much are you willing to do to avoid going to 

Hell? 

 

 

What will sentence you to Hell? 

 

 

3. Heaven Is A Place For The Righteous 

How is Heaven described in the following passages? 

 *John 14:2-3 – 

 

 *Matthew 25:34, 46 – 
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 *1 Peter 1:3-4 – 

 

 *Revelation 21:1-22:5 – 

 

How much are you willing to sacrifice to go to 

Heaven? 

 

 

How does Jesus give you the opportunity to go to 

Heaven? 

 

 

 


